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CHOLERA. 


Origin and Progress of the Cholera at 
Quarantine, Staten Island, (New York.)— 
ls, A. B. Wuitine, Health officer, has 
finished a most interesting account of the 
rigin and progress of cholera at the Qua- 
rantine Station, Staten Island, in a letter to 
the sanatory committee of the board of 
health. We regard this as so important a 
cocument that we shall transfer the greater 
part of it to ourcolumns. It gives the most 
precise and perspicuous account of a very 
remarkable outbreak of cholera, that has 
anywhere appeared ; and furnishes facts re- 
ative to the origin and propagation of the 
c'sease of a very weighty, if not conclusive, 
Character, 

“On the second of December,” says Dr. 
Whiting, “the packet ship New York ar- 
rived at Quarantine with a number of per- 
“ns sick, having lost seven during the 
‘ast week of her voyage, with a disease 
that has since proved to be Asiatic cholera. 
sh New York left Havre on the ninth of 
‘ovember, with three hundred and thirty- 
one steerage passengers, twenty-one cabin, 


and thirty-three crew; a total of three hun- 
eens 


'dred and eighty-five. All continued well 
)until the twenty-fifth, Saturday, when one 
of the steerage passengers, a German, aged 
‘twenty-nine, in robust health, was attacked 
with vomiting and purging, accompanied by 
‘cramps of the muscles of the upper and 
‘lower extremities. The captain supposed 
it to be cholera morbus, and prescribed 
judiciously for the symptoms, but they con- 
tinued until the third day, when death oc- 
curred. 

‘The next case was on the 26th, Sunday, 
when an old man aged sixty-two, in feeble 
health, was attacked with vomiting and 
‘purging, with coldness of the whole body, 
‘and violent cramps and spasms. He died 
‘on the second day after the attack. Monday 
and Tuesday, 27th and 28th, two cases oc- 
‘curred. A girl aged five years, died in two 
‘hours, and a boy also, aged five, died in four 
‘and a half hours after their first attack, both 
‘perfectly well previously. Wednesday, 
29th, a man aged forty, was attacked at 8 
o'clock A. M., and died at 3 P.M. of the 
same day. On Thursday two children sick- 
‘ened and died, after six and eight hours’ ill- 
‘ness. 
> ‘The ship came to anchor at Quarantine 
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10 CHOLERA. 


on Friday night, and from that time until 
Sunday noon, when the passengers were 
landed, twelve new cases occurred. 

‘‘'The best means of arresting the spread 
of the disease appeared to me to be to re- 
move them from the confinement of the snip, 
and to separate the sick from the well. A 


steamboat was engaged to bring them tothe | 


Public Store Docks. The sick were sent to 
an excellent hospital room, and good nursing 


and medical attendance immediately pro- 


vided. 

“The well have been suitably provided 
for, and strict attention to diet and cleanli- 
ness enforced; their clothing has been tho- 


roughly aired, daily, and the whole enclosure ° 


subjected to the disinfecting influences of 
Mr. Grant’s valuable Disinfectant. * * * 

‘* Since the arrival of the ship at Quaran- 
tine, eighteen cases have occurred, making, 


with the twelve taken from the ship, thirty ; 


cases, of which number twenty have died. 
* * * ” * 

‘‘In the cases that have occurred here 
diarrhea has preceded in only a few, or 
about one-third. A majority were attacked 
in the morning, between the hours of two 
and eight. 

‘‘Most of them have presented all or 
most of the following symptoms; vomiting 
and purging of thin discharges, sometimes at 
first, light brown, but generally from the 
first, of a white or yellowish white or pearl 
color, with white flocculi, forming a thicker 
whitish sediment on standing a short time. 
They are well described as rice water evacu- 
ations. Insome cases a half gallon has been 
vomited, but generally in smaller quantities. 
A child six years old vomited fully this 
quantity at once, had no other evacuation, 
and afterwards recovered. 

‘*'The vomiting is usually accompanied by 
great uneasiness and pain, particularly at the 
epigastrium. In some cases vomiting has 
existed without purging, and vice versa. In 
several cases neither vomiting nor purging, 


but the stomach and bowels were found filled | 
; 


afier death with the same fluid. One or 
more large worms, the lumbrici, have been 
discharged, either by vomiting or the bowels, 
ina large majority of the cases. This fact 
has been before remarked. 

‘“The tongue and breath are icy cold; 
sometimes the tongue is clean, but generally 
slightly coated. ‘The voice becomes weak 
and husky, and witha great effort the patient 
speaks in a thick whisper. 


/ The skin assumes a dark livid color. 
becomes cold and clammy, and when pinched 


‘up, remains so for a short time. 


«The countenance wears a haggard, sunk. 
-en look, the eye is dull and heavy, although 
‘the pupil is somewhat dilated. 


‘ ‘©The extremities are shrivelled, the fip. 
‘gers and toes, and nails resembling those that 
have been long in the water, and of a purple 
: hue. 

‘ All the cases have been affected with 
‘cramps and spasms of the extremities and 
‘abdomen, in some slight, but generally a 
‘very painful symptom. 

“The pulse, from the inception of the real 
‘attack, becomes small and frequent, from 
/110 to 140, according to the progress of the 
‘disease, and in the stage of the collapse en. 
‘tirely lost at the wrist for hours. 

“The breathing laboured and hurried, and 
‘in the cases where the spasms were severe, 
‘occasionally suspended momentarily. 

‘* In some of the cases all these symptoms 
were present, while in others only a few of 
‘them existed. The number or apparent 
violence of the symptoms form no criterion 
for the prognosis. Fatal results followed in 
’a number of cases in a few hours, where the 
’ dejections were slight, and spasms and other 
‘violent symptoms were absent. Death seems 
-to ensue from the oppression of the vital 

organs and the nervous system by some 
giant poison. The wretched expression of 
countenance, the icy tongue and breath, the 
*sunken eye, reveal this most strongly. 

’ ‘*In this disease there has been but one 
stage —that of collapse—although every 
; means have been taken to detect the first de- 
viations from health, directions given to all to 
;communicate them at once, and persons 
employed to inspect them constantly, anda 
}physician to pass among them at all hours 
‘of the night andday. The first intimations 
, are the extreme symptoms, defying the most 
, prompt and decided remedies. 
‘The appearances after death are those 
‘that have been usually observed after death 
‘fromcholera. A shrunk and shrivelled livid 
;exterior, a gorged and congested condition 
(of the internal organs. ‘The meninges and 
‘substance of the brain, and all its vessels, 
, unusually red, either from actual congestion, 
‘or the retention of the eruor of the blood 
‘while the serum is drained off. The lungs. 
‘liver, spleen, heart, intestines and kidneys, 
‘present the same deepened color. I have 
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CHOLERA. 11 
ohserved no alterations of structure or soft- )Sable Island. On the 23d and 24th, the 
eran }two days preceding the appearance of the 


“The bladder is contracted to an ex-) cholera, the wind was N. N. W. On the 
tremely small size. I should have observed 25th it changed to the southward, with 
that there is an entire suppression of urine’ squalls and rain. In the morning the baro- 
in most of the cases. meter was at 30 inches, and fell during the 

“Tn several cases that I have examined, day to 294 inches ; thermometer 60° Fahren- 
the entire mucous lining of the bronchial; heit. Sunday and Monday, 26th and 27th, 
tubes has been much injected. , wind westerly, and fresh. Tuesday, 28th, 

“That this is Asiatic Cholera, cannot be’ moderate from N. W.; barometer 30, ther- 
doubted. From the commencement of the’ mometer 42°. 
disease to the present time, thirty-seven All the persons who have been attacked 
cases have occurred, twenty-seven of which’ from the first case on board ship to the last, 
have died in an average period of ten hours. excepting the inmates of the hospital, have 
The average duration of the disease in the’ been from among two hundred and seventy 
children that have died, has been four hours. ) Germans who have been living in Havre and 

“A new feature has appeared in the his-? its environs, where there has not been a 
tory of this disease, in the fact that six per- ’ single case of cholera. These persons were 
sons have been affected in a similar way,’ originally from Germany, mechanics, and 
who had been but for two days exposed to) flourishing, until by the triumph of liberty 
contact or proximity to these people. and equality, the native French artisans have 

“Nothing like cholera existed at this; succeeded in inducing the public to withdraw 
place at the time of the arrival of the ship’ their patronage, and the municipal authori- 
New York. When her passengers were) ties to proscribe them. 
removed to the public stores they were oc-; ‘‘ The consuls of their native countries 
cupied by about seventy persons, who had; have come forward and provided for their 
just recovered from other diseases. One of? emigration to America. ‘The question arises, 
these, aman just recovering from a frac- is there not some diflerence between these 
tured patella assisted in the removal of the; and the other passengers that must enable 
patients. This was on Sunday; on the; us to account for the fact ? 

Wednesday following, he was attacked with? ‘T'he only one that may be adduced, is 
violent symptoms of cholera, and died the) the depressing influence of grief at being 
same day. A woman who had been anurse, ‘driven from their homes and flourishing 
without having any communication with} trades; but this is not apparent in their ap- 
these people, but occupying another room in} pearance or manner. ‘They enjoyed pro- 
the same building, was attacked, and died: miscuously with the other passengers, the 
the same day, with all the symptoms of) best accommodations, and I am assured by 
cholera. A man who had been discharged } Capt. Lines, that their fare was the same 
and gone to the city of New York on Mon-? with the other passengers. 

day, and had remained a Little over a day in’ ‘I have examined their provisions on 
this same enclosure, was returned from the board ship, casks of bacon, rice, flour, beans, 
city as a case of cholera, and died also on ; biscuit and potatoes, unheaded and exhibited 
Wednesday. On perceiving this communi- } to me, as it has been dealt to them, and I 
cation of the disease to the convalescents, ]}am sure that more wholesome or sweeter 
immediately sent them away and distributed | provisions, could not be provided. 

them through the other hospitals, since } ‘‘ They are all healthy and robust—have 
which three others have been attacked, two | not been exposed to the cholera at home, 
ot whom have died, but none other than} and have, since leaving their port of depart- 
those at first exposed at the public stores, ; ure, shared equally with the exempt, the 
have been affected. These had all been in-' comforts and privations of a sea voyage, 
mates of the hospital for weeks, were vesdy' variations of wind and weather, have breath- 
o be discharged, and had but a limited ex- } ed the same air, and fed on the same food. 
posure for forty-eight hours to the influences} ‘‘ When I speak of treatment, and men- 
of the disease, } tion twenty deaths out of thirty cases, I can 

At the time the first cases occurred, No- ; evidently not be expected to produce a suc- 
‘ember 25th, the ship was in N. lat. 42°, , cessful plan of treatment.” 

‘ong. 61°, about 140 miles S. S. W. from$ Withregard to the treatment, Dr. Whiting 
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12 CHOLERA. 


states, that various methods have been tried, }  ** Most of them passed through the first 
as mustard emetics; large doses of calomel, , attack of the disease, and died from subse. 
capsicum and camphor, asrecommended by ; quent congestion or effusion in the brain, 

Dr. Cartwright; the saline mixture ; sugar of | ‘* Of the thirty-three cases that have hap. 
lead and opium—but all were found impotent. ; pened since my report of the 11th, I am glad 
Chloroform was administered in a number’ to state that only nine have been fatal. And 
of cases, carefully and repeatedly, and at’ as there appears to be no difference in the 
first gave some hope that it would prove a, severity of the symptoms at the outset of the 
successful remedy, but no other permanent disease, I cannot but attribute the diminish. 
good has resulted from its use but to relieve ed fatality to a more happy plan of treat. 
the spasms and cramps. For this purpose ; ment. 
Dr. W. used it in all cases moderately, and} “* From the results of the first thirty cases, 
if not a cure for all the symptoms, it is, he } and post mortem revelations, I became con- 
says, an invaluable remedy in subduing one vinced that the stimulating plan was not the 
of the most painful symptoms of the dis- ; treatment for this cholera, and abandoned at 








ease, 

The treatment found most successful by 
Dr. Whiting, consisted in the administration 
of calomel with opium and camphor, com- 
bined with the application of external heat. 
But this will be noticed more particularly 
presently in relating Dr. Whiting’s sub- 
sequent experience. 

In a postscript dated December 19, Dr. 
W. says: ‘‘Since the above was submitted, 
I have had further opportunity to observe the 
character and treatment of the cholera, exist- 
ing atthe Marine Hospital. Since the 11th 
December to date, there have occurred thir- 
ty-three new cases. All but three of these 
have been from the same class of Germans 
from Havre, as the other cases. One, and 
the only one that has occurred among the 
French passengers of the New York, was 
a Frenchman, trom Paris, a fatal case. 

‘*'T'wo others were old inmates of the hos- 
pital, of Irish nativity. ‘They were just re- 
covering from typhus fever, and located ina 
hospital most distant from the cholera hos- 
pital. One was attacked on the 10th, the 


other on the llth of December, with all’ 


the symptoms of the disease, proving fatal 
on the third day in the first case. The 
other is convalescing. No intercourse be- 
tween these patients and the cholera cases 
can be detected, neither of the convalescents 
that were at first returned from the public 
stores, and were afterwards attacked had 
visited their wards, and their physicians in 
attendance had been but little among the 
cholera patients. 

‘* The whole number of cases, thus far, at 
Quarantine, has been sixty-three. Of these 
twenty-nine have died. A large proportion 
have been children under fourteen years, 
twenty, or about one-third of the whole 
number having been of this class 


| first the mustard, and then the capsicum, 
} ammonia, brandy, wine whey, etc., and re- 
‘lied on calomel in large doses, with opium, 
Dover’s powder, and camphor. 

‘* With regard to camphor, even though 
it has been always lauded, and by some as 
the specific in cholera, I entertain suspicions 
of its utility. 

‘* The treatment I have now adopted and 
adhere to, from its decided agency in con- 
‘trolling the symptoms and inducing early 
‘reaction, is the exhibition of moderate doses 
;of calomel, with morphine, at short inter- 
vals. Five grains of calomel, with a quarter 
of a grain of sulph. morphia, is at first given 
‘to an adult; in a half of an hour, or one 
hour, a scruple dose of calomel is exhibited, 
‘and is usually retained ; afterward, a pill of 
‘cal. grs. vy, sulph. morphine gr. 4, is given 
> each hour, two hours, or three hours, as the 
‘effect may indicate. This is observed in the 
, subsidence of the pain and spasms, the di- 
‘minished quantity and frequency of the evac- 
uations, the return of warmth, and the re- 
; storation of the pulse. 

» “* This treatment is continued until some 
: indications of bilious action appear ; the first 
,18 usually achange of cclour and consistence 
from the light, thin, rice water, to a greenish, 
and then brown or brownish yellow colour. 
, The evacuations from the stomach and bow- 
‘els will frequently continue green, or of the 
; colour of sulphate of copper, for hours, but I 
have not knowna single case to relapse where 
this effect had once been produced. 

» **T was led to substitute the morphine for 
; opium, from its being less liable to disturb 
‘the stomach or to produce narcosis, an eflect 
; to be deprecated in this stage of congestion, 
, except it result naturally from the obviation 

of pain and excitement. 
‘In children, however, under six or seve? 
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CHOLERA. 13 


years, have used Dover’s powder in prefer- 
ence to morphine, as being more managea- 
ie in regard to the dose. A very simple 
' Jy, but one that I have used in children 
with happy effects, has been the tea of the 
eneqrmint, given hot in the first stages, and 
sferwards cold, in a small quantity, a large 
sy ontul oceasionally. 

~The most valuable external means is the 
«ream of hot vapour of alcohol, poured over 
che patient by a very simple apparatus at the 
‘ot of the bed. This is a large alcohol 
ump placed under a sheet iron cylinder, 
with a pipe running from it. The lamp is 
slaced on the floor, and the tube with an el- 
sow, and terminating in a large funnel to 
-levate the clothes, is inserted under the bed 


reme 


clothes. 

“This and hot mustard applications are 
che only external means that I rely on. 
They are potent, and can be continued 
without the fatigue or exposure of the pa- 
uent, a paramount desideratum, as there is 
»eaty of both to contend with as the inevi- 
cable effects of the disease.”’ 

Cholera at New Orleans.—In our last 
No. we mentioned the prevalence of cholera 
’ New Orleans. The history of the intro- 
luction of the disease in that city, is said to 
ve as follows: 

The ship Sevanton left Havre, with her 
passengers and crew in good health ;—the 
cholera did not exist at that port at the time 
i her departure. Some of her passengers, 
uowever, were from Germany, where the 


’ used in the state of collapse without effect; 
but previous to this stage, it had been found 
useful in reducing cramps and spasms, and 

certainly relieved the sufferings of the pa- 

uents. It was simply applied by being drop- 
ped on a piece of flannel, which was held to 
the mouth of the patient. Bleeding seemed 

, the most effectual treatment at present. In 

: this there was, however, acurious anomaly, 

; At Edinburgh, in 1832, a patient was bled, 

-and recovered, but in the next thirty-nine 

, cases, in which bleeding was used, the pa- 

‘tients alldied. It has been tried extensively 

lately. Out of twelve selected cases at the 
Edinburgh Hospital, eleven recovered who 
were bled; and in one gentleman’s private 
practice, four out of five patients recovered, 

. This was at present a promising practice, 
and the results were such as to encourage 

its trial. But cholera was certainly an extra- 
ordinary disease; treatment which was cura- 

‘tive one week might prove useless on the 

‘next. Large doses of opium had been ad- 

ministered with good effect in some cases; 

; but, if used too late, there was the danger 

‘of a want of reaction and the patient sinking 

under the effects of theremedy. The trans- 

‘fusion of artificial serum into the blood had 

: not been beneficial. In the management of 

-patients in the hospital, much depended 

-upon their distribution. There was no evi- 

dence that the disease was contagious. In 

‘one or two instances this has been asserted ; 
but an examination had shown it to be un- 

founded. It was, however, certain that 
cholera had atendency tospread. Ina room 


cholera was raging. T'wo weeks after the where there was a single patient, persons 
sp had sailed, the disease broke out, and: might come into contact with him in any 
* venteen persons died inafewdays. When way without danger; but if a number of 
sie reached New Orleans, there were two’ patients were in one room, and persons re- 
sick persons on board, who were immediate- ; mained there for some time, they would be 
y taken to the Charity Hospital. Many liable to be attacked. This, however, was 
cases of the disease occurred afterwards in | not contagion. In the Edinburgh Cholera 
‘he Hospital, among the convalescents from Hospital the patients were at first widely 
other diseases, and the attendants. ‘distributed, and there was no spread of the 
The next day after the arrival of the {disease. Many more patients having been 
“wanton numerous cases appeared in the’ received, however, the beds were crowded 
“Y, principally in houses nearest the ship- ’ together ; and he, (Dr. S.), on entering the 
'02, or among labourers on the wharves. | wards, observed a peculiar odour, and warned 
At the latest accounts the disease had very the attendants of their danger. More pa- 
much abated, ‘tients were, however, received, and within 
_ (24 hours four of the nurses were attacked, 

Dr. Sutherland on the Treatment of three of whom died. Since that time fewer 
—_ ra.—Persian naphtha had been used patients had been received; and, though it 
“ith some effeet in checking vomiting, but . was some weeks since the occurrence, none 


na medicine was so rare, that he could ‘of the attendants had been attacked. This 
‘ardly recommend it. Chloroform had been ‘showed the importance of room and good 
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14 DOMESTIC IN 


ventilation in the wards. There was often 
a difficulty in obtaining external heat in the 
dwellings of the poor, to apply to patients. 
This could be done by hot bricks, water, 
sand or salt. In some cases the cold water 
cure had been used with advantage, par- 
ticularly for children,—wrapping them ina 
sheet dipped in cold water, and then cover- 
ing them with warm clothing so as to pro- 
duce perspiration; but he approved more of 
a plan of Professor Christison’s, which was 
to dip a blanket into water as hot as it could 
he handled and wrap it round the patient. 
This soothed them very much, and had been 
a'tended with good results. The great thing, 
however, was unremitting attention on the 
part of the medical men. This was par- 
ticularly necessary for the poor, who, unless 
well looked after, were apt to neglect the 


| pee VCE. 


‘observed. At this moment my attention 
was arrested by my assistant calling for g 
wet cloth. On examining the patient, | 
found his face and neck of a livid leaden 
hue or color, the eyes tumid, the pulse im. 
perceptible at the wrist, and the whole body 
relaxed ; after two or three gasps he ceased 
to breathe ; every means were promptly 

‘used to restore the deceased, but withou: 
effect. ‘I'he chloroform was obtained at 
Kent’s, 91 John St., and not exceeding three 
drachms was administered from a napkin; 
a portion of chloroform from the same vial 
had been administered the day before toa 
patient without any unfavourable effects; 
about ten minutes elapsed from the com. 
mencement of its administration before 

‘death took place. On making a post-mor- 
tem examination twenty-four hours after 








prescriptions given.— Medical Times, Dec. death, I found the face less livid than be. 
1848. fore death; on examining the head, the 
brain and its membranes presented no other 
‘appearances than are seen in persons dying 
when in full health; the lungs were a good 
deal congested ; and discharged, when cut, 
a large quantity of bloody serum ; the heart 
) was large, its ventricles and auricles were 
Death from Chloroform.—A coroner’s in- | empty; its condition flabby ; the substance 
quest was held in New York, on the 20th’ of the left ventricle rather softer than natural; 
of January, on the body of a seaman, thirty- | about half an ounce of a watery fluid was 
one years of age, who came to his death the | found in the pericardium ; the viscera of the 
previous day by the effects of chloroform, abdomen were healthy.”’ 
while undergoing an operation in the New } — 
York Hospital. } Post-mortem Examination for Coroner's 
Dr. Buck, the attending surgeon, in his | Court.—We have been favoured by a friend 
evidence stated that, ‘‘on or about the } with a copy of the ‘‘ Presentments of the 
26th December, I advised that chloroform } Grand Inquest sitting for the December 
should be administered to the deceased for ‘Term of the Quarter Sessions and Oyer and 
the purpose of examining the condition of} 'Terminer for Alleghany County, Penn.” 
the rectum, the parts being in sucha state [t is a very well drawn up document, and 
of excessive irritability as scarcely to admit ' we extract from it the following remarks, 
of a separation of the nates. The patient | which interest the physician and are worthy 
recovered from the effects of the chloroform ‘ of the attention of the public. 
and remained in all respects in the same; ‘* The loose manner of conducting post: 
condition as before its use. On the 19th of } mortem examinations before coroner's it- 
January, the deceased being in a sound con- } quests has been and is still a prolific theme 
dition, except the local ailments spoken of, ; for commentary, and is, therefore, entitled 
and he having never complained of either }to more than a passing notice. 
his head or chest, and not having suffered: ‘The medical profession, and the coroner 
from the first administration of chloroform, ‘and his juries, are alike culpable, and whilst 
I directed it to be administered to him for the former have failed, from no want of 
the purpose of performing an operation upon ‘capacity, to sustain its character for science 
the rectum, and the operation of circumci- ?in the walks of jurisdiction, the latter, 1 
sion to remove a phymosis caused by the ; the performance of their disagreeable duties, 
chancres: the patient soon became excited ° have too frequently been satisfied with hur- 
by the chloroform, as is usually the case, : ried and imperfect examinations. 
but not beyond a degree which I have often’ ‘The County Commissioners have here 
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ofore rendered themselves subject to a part ‘President, Dr. Joseph P. Gazzam; V. 
‘ne odium that attaches to hasty post- ; Presidents, Drs. J. Brooks, R. B. Mowry ; 
ae investigations by their refusal to Cor. Sec., Dr. Samuel Dilworth; Recor. 
sake liberal allowances tor the services of Sec’s, Drs. A. M. Pollock, John 8. Irwin; 
ihe medical examiners—a blind economy | Treasurer, Dr. George D. Bruce; Censors, 
veh the present Board of Commissioners, | Drs. Joseph P. Gazzam, J. Brooks, E. G, 
+ js hoped, will refuse to endorse. Edrington; Board of Examiners, Drs. Ro- 
“The delivery of opinions before a court bert Snyder, T. McKennon, Wm. Mck. 
ood juryare always distasteful to medical ; Morgan. 

a » inview of the unintentional discourtesy ; Drs. Robert Snyder and Wm. McK. 
ae zed in by counsel, in a searching cross , Morgan were elected delegates to the State 
eramnation; and their duties before the Medical Convention, to meet at Reading. 
*roner’s Court are not only highly respon- ,; Dr. Joseph P. Gazzam was elected dele- 
le. where the fate of a fellow-being is | gate to the National Medical Convention, to 
vending, but attended in every instance with ; meet at Boston. 

‘ye most painful feelings. We must, there-; Drs. Wm. Addison, J. Brooks and D. 
ore, insist on a fixed and liberal system of } McMeal were appointed a committee to con- 
compensation on the part of the commis- ‘fer with a committee from the City Councils 
sioners.”” ‘upon the subject of the cholera. 


i 


— 


Last Tennessee Medical Society—At a, Philadelphia County Medical Society.— 
meeting of this society, held at Chattanooga, ; The first stated meeting of this society was 
on the 238d and 24th of November last, a) held January 16th, 1849, when the following 
committee was appointed to nominate dele- | officers were elected for the current year: 
vutes to the American Medical Association, ' President, Samuel Jackson, M. D., (late of 
who report as fullows: ‘‘ Whereas, we duly ; Northumberland) ; Vice Presidents, George 
appreciate the objects of the American Medi- ; Fox, M.D., T. F. Betton, M. D.; Recording 
cal Association, and believe that it will have Secretary, D. Francis Condie, M. D.; Cor- 
asalutary influence upon and will tend to) responding Secretary, Henry 8. Patterson, 
elevate the medical profession; that it is; M.D.; Treasurer, M. M. Reeves, M.D.; 
caculated to disseminate information and Censors, Drs. Thomas Hobson, J. Forsyth 
promote a union among its members, it is,; Meigs, Wilson Jewell, Isaac Parrish, David 
therefore, .H. Tucker. 

* Resolved, That F. A. Ramsay, of Knox- _ 
vile, and S. B. Bowles, of Marion, be ap- | Ship Fever at Quarantine, Staten Island. 
punted delegates from this society to the }—It is eaid that there are over 700 cases of 
American Medical Association, which;ship fever in the hospitals at Quarantine, 
meets at Boston in May next. ; Staten Island. 
” Resolved, That the ethics published in ‘ 

‘he transactions of the American Medical | 
“sociation be adopted by this society for | FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
"e government of its members. 
Nrsolved, That any member oe Pretended Cure of Cataract without Ope- 


any part or pa i i i , lilies 
’ parts of said ethics, will be ‘ ration. —M. Sicuet, the distinguished Paris- 


amenable to presentatio 
P n by any member to ‘ian ophthalmic surgeon, in a paper recently 


Whose k lo : R 
in ie pt —— ‘ published in the Bulletin de Therapeutique, 
pulsion.”’ y , says: Pr panes er 
The ne , ‘deem ourselves justified in accusing of false- 
Mise Al : ay tg cers. hood those who pretend to cure sontie cata- 
May next. ‘racts by pharmaceutical remedies. ‘The 
, editor of the Gazettedes Hopitauz in noticing 
- ‘this paper remarks, ‘‘ We entirely concur in 
Alleghany County (Pa.) Medical Society. ; the correctness of this general conclusion.” 
Ping a meeting of the Medical Society of; It seems to us, however, scarcely just to 
Alleghany County, Pa., the following of- accuse those who pretend to have cured 
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hood, since there are some practitioners so’ They have satisfied themselves that the live, 
ignorant of the diagnosis of this affection» always contains the same large proportion o; 
that quite probably they may have supposed ' sugar, even in animals completely deprived 
that they had cured cataract by medical treat- , of food containing either sugar or starch, and 
ment, when in fact, they had been treating ; kept for a long time exclusively on anima! 
quite a different affection, productive of de-; diet. They conclude that the existence oj 


fective vision. ‘sugar in the liver is a physiological fae: 
- jomngeaneny independent of the kind of food 
Collodion and Asbestos for Toothache.—? taken.— Lond. Med. Gaz., Nov. 13438. 
Mr. Rowinson, a distinguished dentist of} ~~ 


London, says that he has frequently applied 
colludion in severe cases of toothache aris- | 
ing from exposure of the nerve. ‘The method | 
he adopts, is to make the patient first w ash | 
out his mouth in warm water, in which a‘: 


~w ort > of soda has been) |. ; 
few _— of bicarbonate er ‘ ay von of chlorinated soda one part; water six 
ssulve then removes from the cavity | . i 
dissolved. ue nen remaves on PANTY! ty ten parts. A linen rag, wetted with this 
any foreign substance likely to cause irrita- ; lotion, is laid over the part, and covered with 
i After dryi » cavi e drops from : , . ry 
wane haps ume wee a droj -_\adry piece, to prevent too rapid evaporation, 
a point, the collodion, to which has been} 1, s¢:4s immediate relief from pain, and ¢! 


norphia; after which, } 
added a few grains of morphia; ¢ part heals without any other application. 


> cavit asbestos, and satu- 
he fills the cavity with asbestos, and yu pon the same principle—viz : that of 


. Lastly, over this he } 
rates with collodion. Lastly, ‘excluding the atmospheric air, and of cor. 


places a pledget of bibulous paper. In a? rocting the uahuting qudliiend tate 
few seconds the whole becomes solidified, | sharges, as aman aaah sxciniidiiadir ealiaiinn 
and forms an excellent non-conductor hed siehatiieninlh aii: tin stemriialemieaaataiiaaad 
heat and cold to the exposed nerve. By nena Tange deans, Whe dain 


casioni enewing this, he has been ; “ap 
occasionally r 6 ‘ greatly alleviated by it, the faetor of the 


nable eflect a more durable stopping : 5. , 
we abled 1 aan PI © \ discharge is corrected, and the sore assumes 
than with gold.—.Wed. Times, Dec. 1848. : 


‘a more healthy aspect.—Lancet, Dec. 30th, 
7 1841, 
Cholera in Poland.—According to official » _ 
documents, the total number of cases inthe,» Cholera in Great Britain.—The latest ac- 
kingdom of Poland from the first appearance ? counts state that cholera was on the increase 
of the disease on the 3d of August to the both in the London district and the Pro- 
13th of November, was 39,162; of these’ vinces, as well as in Scotland. The total 
18,586 recovered and 18,375 died. > number of cases from the first was 6,506, of 
_ > which 2,948 had died and 1,249 recovered, 
Presence of Sugar in the Liver.—MM.} , leaving 2,309 under treatment. 


Bernakp and BaRRESWILL have demor strat- ? - 

ed the presence of a notable quantity of sugar; Medical Literature.—Kirkes and Paget’s 
in the liver both of man and animals, By? Manual of Physiology for the Use of Stu- 
fermentation they obtained alcohol from this} dents, in one 12mo. volume, with 118 wood- 
sugar, asample of which M. Pelouze exhibit- } cuts ; and Bowman’s new work on Practical 
ed tothe Academy. Hitherto no means had Chemistry, in one volume, 12mo., fully illus- 
been ascertained of obtaining from the liver} trated, have just been published by Lea and 
other than a kind of molasses charged with? Blanchard. ‘The same publishers are pass- 
salts, the sugar of which was uncrystallized. ing rapidly through the press Sharpey and 
Repeated experiments have enabled MM. } Quain’s extended System of Human Ana- 
Bernard and Barreswill to establish the nat tomy, edited by Dr. Leidy, to form two large 


Chlorinated Soda in the Treatment :f 
/ Burns and Carcinoma.—Dr. Pinprvcr says, 
that he has found the chlorinated soda the 
/most valuable means in the treatment of 
burns. The proportions he uses are, so!». 


that the sugar, which exists in considerable ; octavo volumes, with very many new illus: 
proportion in the tissue of the liver, is not} trations. Day on the Diseases of Old Age 
found in a normal state in any other organ,}is nearly ready, in one S8vo. volume; and 
and that consequently the liver is, on this } Maclise’s Surgical Anatomy, in royal 4t0.,/8 
account, chemically distinguishable from all ’ : preparing. Part I. will soon be ready, and 
the other organs of the animal economy. ' Part II. will follow quickly. 





